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Filing Date; 



February 7, 2002 



Attoxney Docket No.: 4110-163US 



Title: 



Remote-Controlled Tractor Trailer Toy 



RESPONSE 



This is Response is mjade to the OfiQce Action mailed August 7, 2003 having a one-month period 
for response. In that Office Action* the Examiner maintains that two separate inventions were 
being claimed^ the first invention described by claims 1 tiiroug^ 12, and a second invention 
described by claim 13 through 24. The Group I. claims 1-12 are elected with traverse. 

The Examiner asserts that inventions L and II. are related as combination and sub-combination. 
This characterization of the clauns is unsiq>p(^ed. The Examiner cannot show ttiat the elements 
of one of the independent claims 1 or 1 3 are fully present in the other of those claims so as to 
constitute a sub-combination of that other claim. In particular, both clmms call for two vehicle 
components, either a tractor and trailer in claim 1 or a first vehicle portion and a second vehicle 
portion in claim 13. Both claims call for two hitch mechanisms, one associated with the first 
vehicle/tractor, the other associated with 1ht second vehicle/trailer. The claims are thus 
coextensive mso&r as they both claim the same four significant elements. The vehicle portions 
are more particularly identified in the claim 1 and are left more generally described in claim 13 
wiiereas the bitch components are more particularly described in claim 13 and left more 
generally described in claim 1 * This does not make either a sub-combination of the other. 

Fuxthemiore» a restriction requiremmt is clearly unsupported in view of MPEP § 806.03 which 
states: 
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. AppUcationNo. 10/068,973 
Rq)ly to Office Action of August 7, 2003 




806.03 Single Embodiment, Claims Defining Same Essential 
Features 




Where the claims of an application define the same essential 
characteristics of a single disclosed embodiment of an invention, 
restriction therebetween should never be required. This is because 
the claims are but different definitions of the same disclosed 
subject matter^ varying in breadth or scope of definition. 



The qjplication describes but a single embodimmt. As explained above, the presented 
independent claims 1 and 13 claim the same four essential elements and vary in scope only with 
respect to those individual essential element characteristics. Accordingly, the restriction is 
unsupported. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction and examination and allowance of all pending 
claims 1-24 are respectfully requested. The Examiner is further requested to confirm receipt and 
consideration of the IDS and seven references filed November 2S> 2002. 



Respectfully submitted^ 




Sean Mullaney et aL 
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